Dear Jiia^ Btjui/KcDotniielll contract ^2/5/l5 

Wlien you described the ppovlsions of this ntrange contract to me earlier today 

I was surpriaod. I had heard, probably from you, that Herb sent copies but none for lue. 

Perhaps apecifyinfi that I was to jcet none* I haven't been thinking of that part. 

I spent four hours making packages before and after supi?er, after taking 111 
shopping, when left log began to bother lue agBiin. Once I completed the packaging 
and WCU5 sitting back sting and thinking thi.s and the NYTioes vibes of the past few 
days would not leave my mind. 

I decided first t^mt I can't stay up and t. ink this through, that I need the 

sleep or at least the sack time. And second that witliout taking the tiiae to try to 

organise them to tell you the thoughts that wJiether or not correct did oo/ne to eilnd. 

First, 1 think you got suckeied into a deal you should not have signed. I presuiaa 
you took Bud on faith and were satisfied when he gave you what he had agreed to that 
it was (Km It was not. Counsellor, learn from this one. There is notlilng on which you 
can trunt Bud's judg-uacnt or detachment and if it in any way Involves you, read it with 
greatest care. Bud did this is another question. He knows iK^tter. Learning or not. 

1 would like a copy. I will not use it without your OK and I want it to have and 
on file rather than for use. Among the needs I antloipete are to protect you and for Jimny 
if what comes from this is what I see as possiblu if not probablp. 

Bud signed a oontract clearly and unquestionably against Jlni^y's interest. He 
also anaged in one, making you party to it, that was ueed against Jimny's interest. 

He did it behind Ly back, when that was &y area of work and oine (done, certainly 
not Ills. Witan t e concept was oine going book to cy earliest writing on this and mj 
work for Jiiay. Whether or not wrong by bar standards it was wrong in every other way. 

On professional and personal levels It wets unconscionable, snd oraay. 

In reading the eicchangc with Haynes before licRae in pi'eperation for Mo's planned 
coming 1 find t: at KcRac cast no and me alone in this partiouiAr role In the defense, if 
Irrationally and impossibly. Aside from practise this is all I need should there be 
the emergenoy I hope does xiot r^resent itself. 

The net effect, asido from other defects, of what you me is to give Herb 
precisely tlioae ri^^ts those lawyers agaiust wl^oa we complained had, exoloaivo and conn* 
merclal. Jimmy has no rlgjit to anything. ,1 ask his investigator have no right to any- 
thing. Bud Slid you have no ri^t exci^pt to hold iha pictures in your Imnds as you 
contemplate your navels. 

AS I was thinking I was surprised that Jimj^, wl:w> has tho CBS papers, has ex- 
pressed no suspicion. I gueso tliat Is hl£ trust In you and me and the impact on him 
of what Herb testified to. 

I am clear on what happened cuid had some of it planned in advance. idJee the 
lecture tliat was seojaingly eid tressed to you in Bubba's office but was for henry's 
benefit. I did not have to see t e stub of builet in advance to plan this, hy work on 
the aofiio and the documente made it certain. 

You wanted me to phone Herb. I asked you to because ^ had no way of making any 
oomiaitmr.nt and because ho and 1 liad m^ver spoicon and because you were the only available 
lawyer, with Bud preparing for his big case in the Soviet ^ou, on vodka. You phoned 
Herb and got liim to phone r« 3 . With his penidsaion 1 taped the conversatiou for you and 
gave you the tape. i:^bably one of the inexpensive yellow ones I use. Except for iJayment 
and date 1 laado all the arrangeinr.nta. Including declining lleib'o off or to decline and 
his recornnendatlon of a man in or near 'Minneapolis, Borg, I think Sanford, hy certainties 
anci ny evaluation of tlic evldentiai^r wavlue were bucL you will find a meiuo in viiLch I 
asked ^ut to use him, too - before •=rlther Herb of anyone else made any examination. I 
think, no othur deiuon.:triation of certainty in needed. Or cozroctaea^. 



There were two purposes, and because they were irtine ^ knov^> them* for ui>e In the 
evidentiary h.rariiv: and fdr use intxazx trial and injo i^reparation for triad. Had I any 
other purpor,€f there obviously would not have been all this silence from me. I am now 
in the position of having to use others as associate investugators, among other things# 

To now it has been effective and tnfonnative and \QOj^ in JicL:y*s interest, not mine, 
Re)(ardles3 of the outooise to this rciauta it has boon more than worthwhile# In time you* 11 
knoy the details# Right now I*m hoping the vibes are from tiredness and oonoem that when 
t uso ray l*;g0 they still swell# 

How it caiae to pass does not interest me# The effect doos# I now find tliat 
wit hout BpecOdjug to mu iJud agreed to if he did not negotiate a contract with XiciHjnnell 
t>iat has no provision oi which I know that is in Jim 17*3 intcrer,t eni leicdai r vsiilons 
requiwed for Jimiiy*s interest and now, hopefully, operative agnlrjjt thum# Bud's doing, 
Even if what }iavo arrangea does not conw* to pass it be to Jiiiiu.y*s iiitor^st to iiave 
this for wiaoh 1 arranged and despite Herb's qualification specified wl;at I waiited# 

I remind you again and not for ego purposes that I did this, I alone, and that I 
i^pecified not only what Herb did b^t what is not in Uie list of pix you .,ave loe# Ve 
noQd more, I specified more and with the vlndowfslll I physically poiiited out ciore. 

1 naan I went over and showed Herb# He has to have more v.indowsiil pictures and I want 
them produced# plus, you can or cannot tell JQud as you set: fit, an figreemont from 
hia not to raalce any furttor use of them or any further showing oi them. We can't 
CBS and I want no stinks, Jimry can't stand thorn. Or you# Th^y would b^lp only Die and 
I forgo them# 

Except for your understcaiding aa if can have an effect on your of Jlmny I ask 
bothlfig of you on this now and not for the coming week. Dy then we'll hftve a better 
undemtandliig of the a:i.tuatloa and whether what ^ have been working on comes off# (if 
Bud's prose conference deal with Downing Is on tho Ray cose bo had better prepared 
for that of w Moh by udw he knows 1 am capable# Sikh of not.J iaoan tills literally# I 
am now oapable of holding a press conference on my own# I can pay the rental of space# 

I think you should tell him this promptly# liiOi'ely tliat 1 hear he is in on such a press 
conference but that if it deals with i<ay without his having talked to me or naked 
pemlBcian to fiy work he'd better t^uce a large store of food to western Hd#) He 
won't dare show hit> face an^ifhere elsa# Or will never get over bein/: soriy#) 

Bud has a cuuaiatent record of doing wrong and laessing up in the Hay case and 
I have a complete enough written record# At aotiie point we arc going to have to oorw 
front reality I Bud Iuas been the greatest 'liability in the case is probably the 
only reason it isn't over# 

be both liave these money end tim« problems# I cu gest that you get Dick or so^’tie- 
one else to explore the posslbilitios of haddling-thA remaining work with Hay recognised 
as Battle Bio with a f»<ulti m i l l lonalre counsel, as a pauper# If this can be dcwie we 
can e l i m i n ate our gr^iatont probleo# If you do not do this or cannot it will leave me 
with tho need, whether or liot I can meet it, in your interest ana Jiimsy 'a, or seeing 
what else Is possible# Aside from leasing things up all Bud has done io meet some of tlie 
cash costs in retum for which ho has had a rd.ck and unjuatiried liarvcot# 

Realie^ tho position I see toysclf in now, with the obligation I boor Jiany# I do 
have a conflict# I have little trouble resolving i‘c bGcause those minor parts oi the costs 
^*ud pays oro oaeentiai to Jimny# 

Realise also now that I am ill and am not throwing off the symptoas that 1 am 
neither able nor willing for an indefinite continuation of tills i^lnd of situation, tiiose 
of the ;>act, auu thoee I can aatioionte alioad# I tiiink we are at the point where we 
must soon get head-to-haad with this# Believe me, if I have to bo Carried in I am willing 
to clobber Bud An this, much as I hope It will not be nsooosaiy# 

I believe that if Bud did nut contiive the situation repraBented in the McDonnell 
contract kept secret frorii me ho is lawyer enougli to iiave understood it# .«»nd crasy with 
(^go enoUf^ to have wanted it# 
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I hav© oo aelfiob purixjue in thia. Reiaember, yoa are the one nho an^cested to we 
when I did not t h i idc of it to tell the X'iiBea that ii they do not agree to do the story 
as an interview I. would hold a press coaforence and release it to all* Ky interests here 
arc Jlffliy'B and yiura. There can be no i^rsonal Uneflt to nie* 

We are at a ori tidal point* We are at tlio point of Buocess* Thei‘e ar^ pi^oblcoDB* 

X warned yju that 1 havu before been at a sicllar poijt wit: the Tii« cr (and not the Times 
alone) and had it aborted* Ky ruadiiig of i4os*s ccntinuaaXy slilfting a£*^‘*lniBcnt8 reminds 
we of so £^uch in the | ai^t. tfplin ee'-^ws to }iav© done veyy well in Califomia»But it was 
i*4) wlio wan 10 have ^*one* John used ho*o leads and work* Then they were sending to 
Tms 3 r'hen ^ 1 omod about tlAs and gave hi® what ha needed to use for leanings* Then 
this looming* I*w euro fron bed* ho pihonou me* a^^ked i&e the state of uispobition* nnd 
tola wo he was in Tampa! It was rjiciorstood fchat iiorrook would not goi to dua and he 
is th^ one who was sent* ^iorrock, who was to ^lave called me and didn’t, did uot hate 
to know Eiore them Bud needed to duidlcate wJat ;nu and I have done for iJud to got and 
guve to I'ownixig* (Can ho U: tlio one Tylor would not indetify as the 1971 person not 
knoan to uo a writer?Or ono of his?) 

^ I aw no longer willing to take a cliaritable view ox bud and what lie does and 
doc-en t do. I then felt and i am now convinceci that the only reaiwHi he a’skod me about 
your arguin- the case boforo 6th circuit io because he knows ho doesn*t Ijiow enough. 

Xaxa also well aware of the inability of people to face or even understand 
their emotional probleas* Our situation | tny distuatiem and your placid peaceful ^ 
unseliiah oispooition in wldch it wou- d be against your nature to hasula with Bud are 
what liave to keep in alnd* Wo have to cope with th© problem ikid presents. But if 
I have to cops with it my way, I will. I will avoid it as loixg or. I can but -.fben the 
tiioe comes and I am convinced I cari no longort I won’t* villi then hi th^ least of 
my ckauema* 

I*m tired, I*n disgusted by all of this, I should have been xn bed befoi^ tMs 
and I*a not an prepared for ^ a3 I should be. Vrylrig to infi rm you at this poijnt 
ee.ms Jora important to me, I iv;ally «^ant to nixnid ny tlLV3 other vajTs and trying to 
r 2 build. But Bud’s record can’t be ignored and tltLa inisane contract troubles rae"d<=-eply* 
t*iy one pur:pooo is to bo prepared. If you feci you caa't give me a copy of the ficbcmell 
deal, don’t* I think 1 should have it- should have when it was executed - but 1*H not 
f ontest : your ;}adge>Rant* 

Tl» way I f«el now, and tirsdnene and Hl§^t nay influence a», is tiiat tliip Is 
bat ano more in a reriee of potentially ‘rulnousnaaa e,;o or hate indalcenjies tiiat at 
oo<:>ie point have to to an end* 

It ie at this point that I got wrerriad onou^ to call you last night. I’ve olept 
fairly i.oU if n^aii lit le end liovor-'t har! tiir.e'"to tblaik aTythlng through. Uawi^rer, my 
^Btictive reaction to your writing Herb and unllateriily obrogating the contract is that 
i 1 ilgJit laove. the way. It vlolatee ny initial agreement with Jlud about 

wnlch while I amy perhaps not be able to do anything tt.re is nothing to Keep me from 
talking and I can 2>roduoe a record of his uncontestsd repraeentation of it the first 
I got proof of its violation. The one thing I can add is tnat if I over feel the m,,.d to 
go public on t: is I oortainly will. And if krone or ciomeone akilleci viaits ovo^- tho 
holidays I surely will tape an oral history. I’vo already asked i“*o to do in in confidsne 
^ hs r/er haa the tice, Por a r-cori for the future only is ny present intent. If the 
liiLOB backs out I tliink Grewdson may b« of a mind to take the time and I'd trust 
iha way thinja have tunied out It Is an luport^ait r)art of t)wi history of this peilod. 

Hastily, 






